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	Comments


[bookmark: _Hlk221690460]TCPA submits these comments regarding NPRR1310 in response to ERCOT’s February 27, 2026 comments requesting feedback ahead of the Technical Advisory Committee’s (TAC) March 9, 2026, Dispatchable Reliability Reserve Service (DRRS) Workshop No. 3.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.ercot.com/files/docs/2026/02/27/1310NPRR-17-ERCOT-Comments-022726.docx ] 

ERCOT specifically requested comments in response to the following questions, which TCPA responds to in order:
1. Public Utility Regulatory Act (PURA) § 39.159(d)(2)(A) states that the criteria for resource participation [in DRRS] must require a resource to: “be capable of running for at least four hours at the resource’s high sustained limit.”  If ESRs were to participate in DRRS, how should that statutory reference to High Sustained Limit (HSL) be interpreted for ESRs’ participation in DRRS?  Please also describe the pros and cons to the ERCOT System of your interpretation compared to the pros and cons if an opposing interpretation were adopted.
TCPA’s response:
If ESRs are to be qualified for DRRS, then ESRs should only be able to qualify to provide DRRS based on whether their State of Charge (SOC) is capable of sustaining output at their nameplate HSL for the requisite number of hours.
As noted in TCPA’s March 2, 2026 comments on NPRR1309, awarding DRRS based on instantaneous HSL rather than sustained capability can overstate ESR deliverability.[footnoteRef:2] For example, a 100 MW HSL award requires ~400 MWh SOC to sustain four-hour delivery at its HSL in order to meet the statutory qualification criteria. [2:  Board Priority - Dispatchable Reliability Reserve Service Ancillary Service, NPRR1309, Comments by TCPA (March 2, 2026), available at https://www.ercot.com/files/docs/2026/03/02/1309NPRR-15-TCPA-Comments-030226.docx] 


Additionally, DRRS awards should not exceed capacity that is qualified based on deliverable output for the required duration. Otherwise, ESRs could receive payments for capacity they cannot sustain and the plain language of the law would be circumvented. In real time, the Security-Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED) should not award an ESR DRRS unless the ESR has sufficient SOC to run at its telemetered HSL for the required number of consecutive hours. In other words, ESR DRRS awards should be limited based on real-time SOC and HSL capabilities relative to the DRRS duration requirement.

Furthermore, ESRs should not be permitted to lower their HSL for qualification testing and then restore it in the Day-Ahead Market (DAM) or Real-Time Market (RTM), undermining qualification intent.  Therefore, DRRS should be designed to ensure that the output level must remain at the nameplate HSL for the required number of consecutive hours.
Finally, TCPA would like to reiterate that inclusion of ESRs in DRRS may confound the Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) reduction and resource adequacy objectives of DRRS, as detailed in TCPA’s March 2, 2026 comments on NPRR1309.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  NPRR1309 Comments, TCPA (March 2, 2026).] 

2. If the reference to HSL in PURA § 39.159(d)(2)(A) were interpreted to mean an ESR’s nameplate HSL (e.g., that a 100 megawatt (MW) / 100 megawatt hour (MWh) ESR is not permitted under that interpretation to adjust its HSL down such that a one-hour ESR can operate as a four-hour ESR), would DRRS participation likely provide sufficient incentive for ESR developers to build longer, four-hour-plus duration ESRs in the ERCOT Region (e.g., a 100 MW / 400 MWh ESR)?  If your response depends on what the value of the DRRS Ancillary Service Demand Curve (ASDC) is, please describe what value would be appropriate to help to provide such incentives.
TCPA’s response:
TCPA believes that the interpretation of HSL in this question is the correct reading of 39.159(d)(2)(A), but disagrees with the premise that DRRS should be evaluated on its ability to provide sufficient incentive for ESR developers to build longer duration ESRs in ERCOT.

The objective of DRRS is not to provide sufficient incentive for ESR developers to build longer, four-hour-plus duration ESRs; rather it is to reduce RUCs, address inter-hour operability, manage market uncertainty, and support the ERCOT market’s ability to satisfy the reliability standard established in 16 TAC 25.508.[footnoteRef:4] The statutory duration qualification criteria should rationally support those objectives, but there is nothing in statute that says the duration qualification is specific to long-duration batteries.  [4:  PURA § 39.159(b)(1) & (d)(3). Note that recently-adopted 16 Texas Admin. Code (TAC) 25.508 “implements Public Utility Regulatory Act (PURA) §39.159(b)(1) as revised by Section 18 of Senate Bill (S.B.) 3 during the Texas 87th Regular Legislative Session.” See Project No. 54584 (“Reliability Standard for the ERCOT Region”), Order Adopting New §25.508 at 1 (September 9, 2024), available at https://interchange.puc.texas.gov/Documents/54584_106_1426419.PDF. See also the September 23, 2024 Luminant comments to NPRR1235 that provide a deep history of DRRS’s origins, available at https://www.ercot.com/files/docs/2024/09/23/1235NPRR-16%20Luminant%20Comments%20092324.docx ] 


3. PURA § 39.159(d)(2)(B) states another criterion for participation in DRRS requiring a resource to “be online and dispatchable not more than two hours after being called on for deployment.”  Should subsections (d)(2)(A) and (B) be read together such that a Resource is only qualified to provide DRRS at the amount of MW that it can ramp to within two hours and then sustain for at least four hours?
TCPA’s response:
The phrase “be online and dispatchable not more than two hours after being called on for deployment” effectively describes a resource coming online and reaching Low Sustained Limit (LSL). In other words, a Resource must be “online and dispatchable [by SCED]” within two hours. It does not specify that the resource must reach its HSL within two hours (indeed, if it were to reach HSL, it would have no further room to dispatch “up”), only that it must be capable of sustaining output at its HSL for at least four hours (or more than four hours as ERCOT determines is needed). DRRS should provide that an Off-Line Resource may be eligible if the resource can demonstrate a two-hour start up capability.
4. PURA § 39.159(e) states that ERCOT “may require a resource to be capable of running for more than four hours as [ERCOT] determines is needed.”  Should DRRS’s duration requirement be extended beyond four hours, for instance to eight hours, twelve hours, or even longer?  Please explain the operational or reliability-related reasons that the DRRS duration should or should not be extended as well as the likely financial impacts of such a longer duration requirement on the current ESR fleet and how that longer duration requirement would impact incentives for future investments in the ESR fleet.
TCPA’s response:
As TCPA stated in its March 2, 2026 comments in NPRR1309, TCPA suggests that DRRS’s duration requirement should be extended to a 72-hour minimum duration for the winter Season and a six-hour minimum duration for the spring, summer, and fall Seasons.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  NPRR1309 Comments, TCPA (March 2, 2026). ] 


TCPA contends that 72 hours would be an appropriate duration requirement for the winter Season given the majority of weather events in the last five years have lasted three to four days (72 to 96 hours). To effectively provide the dispatchable reliability desired during the winter Season, resources should be able to run for the length of time weather events can be reasonably expected to last. 

	Winter Storm
	Dates

	Uri
	February 15-18, 2021

	Landon
	February 2-5, 2022

	Eliott
	December 22-25, 2022

	Heather
	January 14-17, 2024

	Cora
	January 9-10, 2025

	Enzo
	January 20-22, 2025

	Kingston
	February 19-20, 2025

	Fern
	January 24-27, 2026



For the spring, summer, and fall Seasons, TCPA recommends a six-hour duration. The minimum run time for Generation Resources deployed through Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) often exceeds the 4-hour minimum duration for DRRS. Therefore, to achieve the objective of reducing RUC deployments, a longer duration better aligns with the characteristics of resources deployed through the RUC process.   
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